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Highlights:  

 Response to people affected by flash floods in and around Agok is underway, but full impact remains 
difficult to determine due to impassable roads in the area.  

 The influx of people to South Sudan from Southern Kordofan in Sudan continues, with more than 8,000 
people now having arrived.  

 A cattle raid in Unity on 10 September left dozens dead according to local authorities.  
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I. Situation Overview  
 
Humanitarian partners have continued to focus on determining the extent of the impact of flash floods in early 
September in Agok and surrounding areas, and responding to affected households. However, the sometimes 
impassable terrain is severely hampering the relief effort in the area, challenges compounded by security 
restrictions for UN actors and flights. Partners also remain concerned about the impact of the ongoing conflict in 
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile in Sudan and persistent inter-communal tensions in Jonglei. Response efforts 
also concentrated on returnees arriving and transiting within South Sudan. In another development, a civilian 
disarmament exercise has been announced for South Sudan starting in Lakes, Warrap and Unity. In Lakes State, 
where the exercise is already underway, 5,000 Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) soldiers have been 
deployed to support the process that in a first phase will be on voluntary basis.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
The situation for flood-affected households in the vicinity of Agok is concerning  
After the heavy rains two weeks ago in and around Agok, local authorities reported that thousands of households 
have been affected. Several rapid humanitarian assessments were conducted last week and response began with 
registration of affected households and distribution of some 1,000 emergency shelter kits. On 14 September, 
NGOs conducted an assessment in five locations in the Agok area and found 1,600 people in immediate need of 
shelter. A registration in these areas is scheduled for next week followed by distribution of shelter kits for the 
identified households. Logistical access remains very challenging with the poor state of roads hampering the 
delivery of some 1,600 kits of non-food items (NFI) and 3,500 mosquito nets stored in Turalei in Warrap State.  
Apart from shelter, concerns of food security have also been raised which is being followed up.  
 
With only light rains over the last few days, water is gradually receding which is reportedly enabling some people 
to return to their homes and proceed with necessary repairs. In Agok town, most shops were reported to be open 
again this week. However, prices are reported to be high in the market and even if some people can reach the 
market they cannot afford to buy anything.  
 
On 10 September, a high-level mission comprising the head of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, WFP, 
ECHO, OCHA and other government counterparts travelled to Agok to assess the impact of flash floods in the 
area. The mission found that, compounding logistical challenges, security restrictions are also impeding the relief 
effort. Security clearance and landing authorization to Agok have to be done in advance by UN security in Sudan. 
OCHA and partners are advocating for a UN security focal point to be deployed to Agok to act as a liaison with 
the humanitarian community and enable faster approval of security clearance for the relief operations. 
Humanitarian partners are also advocating for a blanket security clearance for UNHAS flights into Agok so that 
they can resume the weekly scheduled flights, as the road conditions are severely restricted due to the rains. 
Furthermore, partners are advocating to allow UN staff to stay overnight at NGO compounds and not only at the 
UNISFA peacekeeping base as access in the area is difficult and space for non-UNISFA staff at the base are 
limited. UN security did a security assessment on 15 September and recommendations are expected to be 
shared shortly.  
 
Cattle raiders attack villages in Mayendit in Unity 
On 10 September, a cattle raid took place in Mayendit County in Unity State, in which dozens of people were 
reportedly killed, including women and children. The raiders are thought to have crossed the border from Warrap 
State and attacked villages on the border between Koch and Mayendit counties in Unity. A rapid assessment 
team visited the area on 14 September to verify the information and determine impacts of the attack. The team 



Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin                                                                                 9-15 September 2011 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

met with local authorities who in addition to the deaths reported that some 13 people were injured and others 
missing. An unconfirmed number of people are also reported to be displaced. An inter-agency mission to further 
assess the humanitarian situation is planned for next week.  
 
A growing influx of refugees from Southern Kordofan reported in Unity  
The number of new arrivals at the border of Unity State and Southern Kordofan in Sudan now exceeds 8,500 
persons. To date, 7,589 persons from the Nuba Mountains of Southern Kordofan have been registered. The 
number of arrivals per day has increased to up to 500 persons. People entering the area are reported to be highly 
vulnerable, some having walked with children for two weeks. Increased levels of malnutrition are noted among 
new arrivals which require enhanced nutrition interventions. The number of emergency latrines is being increased 
to improve sanitation conditions at the site. Two agencies are involved in manning the mobile health clinic.  
 
Progress has been made for the voluntary relocation of the group away from the border while community 
members are discussing options and preferences with regard to relocation. The rainy season continues to hamper 
relief efforts and is also delaying the ability to feasibly relocate from the insecure border area. Reportedly, no 
roads or foot paths are passable as they are under water. Locations for way stations have been identified along 
the route from the border to the new site south of Pariang. UN Mine Action is assessing roads to ascertain the 
possible deployment of specialized vehicles to assist with transport of those with special needs.  
 
Conflict in Blue Nile forces people across the border to Upper Nile 
Following the outbreak of conflict in Ed Damazine and Kurmuk in Blue Nile State in Sudan early September, a 
rapid humanitarian inter-agency assessment was conducted in Upper Nile in South Sudan this week. The team 
met with local authorities and the Maban County Commissioner reported that some 1,200 individuals had arrived 
there since the outbreak of fighting although there are reports of more arrivals in other areas. Partners met with 
people who had made their way from Blue Nile and all new arrivals stated they had fled due to insecurity and 
feared to return under present circumstances. Partners observed that the majority of those who fled are women 
and children. An in-depth follow-up mission is planned for next week.  
 
Tensions remain in Jonglei State as response continues  
The security situation in Jonglei remained tense during the week, with persistent rumours of looming inter-
communal and rebel militia attacks continuing to circulate. The response is ongoing to those displaced by the 
inter-communal attack in Uror County on 18 August, with further verification and registration taking place in 
Pulchuol, Karaam, Motot and Yuai payams identifying 15,575 persons as displaced. NFI distribution, protection 
and health support are also being provided to the population in need. The 18 August attack has also continued to 
impact humanitarian services on the ground. Food supplies in Pieri Payam HQ were reportedly looted, which has 
delayed support to the community. A health clinic in Pieri town that was burnt and looted during the attack 
remains operational, but with limited capacity.  The education cluster partners assessed four of eleven damaged 
schools in Pieri where they confirmed that three of them were burnt and one damaged, and that all learning 
materials had been looted or burnt.   
 
Rebel militia group movements – possible humanitarian implications  
An estimated 500-600 armed rebel militia forces formerly aligned with Peter Gatdet in Unity, continued to move 
through Lakes State en route to Mapel in Western Bahr el Ghazal, which hosts a military training centre, for 
integration into the SPLA. The group arrived in Shambe town in Lakes on 9 September and continued on foot en 
route to Yirol on 11 September. UNMISS has reported that the forces are moving with family members including 
several children and pregnant women. No incidents have been reported, but of particular concern to partners is 
the safety of the local civilian population, especially as the troops are reported to carry insufficient supplies of 
food. Also of concern is the movement from Shambe to Mapel in Western Bahr el Ghazal, as the road is 
impassable due to heavy rains. Some sixty former child soldiers are reported to be part of the group, according to 
UNMISS. A second rebel militia group, reported to be aligned to the late militia leader Gatluak Gai, is also 
reported to be en route to Shambe, for integration into the SPLA in Western Bahr el Ghazal.  
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This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan office in collaboration with humanitarian partners. If you have inputs for the 
next edition, or questions/comments on the current issue, please contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org 

 
 
 

 
 hotspot locations 

III. Returns to South Sudan 
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 
Equatoria 

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals  
7-13 Sept. 

108 658 92 0 60 0 0 43 430 131 1,522 

Previous 
Arrivals 
(adjustments) 

734 555 35 0 49 0 0 26 383 284 2,066 

Previous 
Total 

55,409 82,638 31,739 66,128 18,897 17,332 19,812 1,154 35,156 9,515 337,780 

Updated 
Total 

56,251 83,851 31,866 66,128 19,006 17,332 19,812 1,223 35,969 9,930 341,368 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 

24,529 32,080 16,770 21,550 7,568 15,627 16,090 707 21,717 8,491 165,129 

Spontaneous 16,572 51,771 5,839 43,187 11,438 1,435 3,692 467 14,252 1439 150,092 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 13 September 2011. 

 
The rate of returns has remained at a steady level  
South Sudanese continued to return from Sudan, with some 1,500 new arrivals this week. Of these, around 600 
people had been provided with Government-supported transport to Greater Equatoria and just over 900 returnees 
made their own way to destinations across South Sudan, primarily to Unity State. The largest number of returnees 
remains concentrated in the border states of Unity, Northern Bahr El Ghazal and Upper Nile. The cumulative 
number of returnees since last autumn now stands at over 341,000. In addition, buses carrying around 2,800 
people departed Khartoum on 15 September heading to Renk in Upper Nile State.  
 
Humanitarian support continues to people in transit  
The number of people residing in Renk remains fluid with reports of people at the transit sites either moving out 
by own means or integrating in the local community. According to IOM, it is now estimated that close to 16,600 
returnees are currently staying in the three transit sites in Renk: approximately 6,000 people in Mina, 10,000 in 
Abayok and 620 in Agany sites. Humanitarian actors are providing emergency assistance to those at the three 
sites including: water, provision of latrines, soap and hygiene awareness activities. The returnees are also 
provided with medical support through static and mobile clinics run by NGO partners supported by WHO and the 
State Ministry of Health. An inter-agency assessment mission from Malakal to Renk was conducted 6-12 
September to monitor conditions in the three sites and ongoing response operations. One key concern reported in 
Renk continues to be the availability of barges for onward transport. However, many returnees in Renk have 
reportedly indicated a desire to remain there and as a result; processes for land allocation are needed. 
Humanitarian partners are raising these issues with local authorities.  
 
Government and humanitarian partners collaborate to improve returns process 
Efforts to strengthen coordination between the humanitarian communities in Sudan and South Sudan have 
continued over the past week. The discussions have centred on timely information sharing; registration; returnee 
luggage levels; common humanitarian funding for returnees; and health and safety during transport. Options for 
an increased dialogue between the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan and humanitarian partners including 
protection relating to issues of citizenship have also been discussed. In addition, the protection cluster has 
circulated a draft document on minimum standards for barge and train movements. The standards outline 
minimum levels of support in: referral mechanisms, manifesting and pre-departure organisation; water, sanitation 
and hygiene; and health services during transport by barge and rail.  


